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OFFICIAL INFORMATION ACT, B.E. 2540



OFFICIAL INFORMATIOM ACT, B.E. 2540

EHUMIBOL ADULYADEJ, REX,
Given on the 2™ Day of Septernber B.E. 2540,
Being the 52™ Year of the Present Reign,

His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej s graciously pleased to proclaim that: Whereas it
i expediant 1o have the law on official infommanon;

Ba it, tharefpre, gnactad by the King, by and with the advice and congent of the National
Assemibly, as follows:

Section 1. This Act 5 called the "Official lInformalion Acl, B.E. 2540 {19%97)."

Section 2. This Acl shall come into force after minety days from tha dale of its publication in
the Gevernmant Gazette.

Section 3. All other laws, by-laws, Rules and regulations, insclar as they deal wiih malters
prowided herein ar ara contrary hersto or inconsictant herewith, shall be replaced by this Act.

Section 4. In this Agt:

"information™ means a matenal which communicates matters, facts, data or anylhmg, whathear
such commynication is made by the nalere of such material ilself or throvgh any means
whatsoever and whether iLis arranged in the forrmn of & document, file, repon, book, diagramme,
map, drawing, photograph, film, vizual or sound redaeding, o recording By a cormputer or Sy
odher method which can be displayad;

“officiat information™ means an riarmation in pessession or control of a State agency,
whether it is the information ralating Lo 1he operabon of the State or the informahon relating Lo
& private Individual;

"Stale agency” means a cantral adminisirafion, previncial administration. local adminestation,
Slate enterprise, Govemment agency allachad lo the Matonal Assembly, Gourt anby in
respect of the affairs unassocialed with the nal and adjudicalion of cases, professional
supervisnry crganization, independent agency of the State and such other agency as
preseribed o the Minlsterial Regulation,

"Sate official” means a person parforming offical duly Fer 2 Stale agency.

"persang) informalion” means an information relating to all the personal particulats of a
persat, such as aducaton, financal status, health record, criminal record or emphoy ment
recard, which contain the name of such persan or contan a numen: rafarence, ods or
sych other indications ientifying that person as fingarpnnt, tape or diskette in which a
person's sound is recorded, or phatograph, and shall akea include information relahng
poarsonal parliculars of the deceased;

“Board" means the Cfical Information Board:

~align” means a natural parson who is not ol Thai nabionalry and does not have a residence
in Thailand, and he Dlovang jufistic persons,

{13 a cormpany or partharship mora than one-haif of the capilal of which kelongs to aliens;
provided that a certificale of share to bearer shall be deemed to be held by an alien,
{Z} an assoclakon more than one-half of members of which are atiens;
(3} an association or loundalion the cbiects of which are lor the benefil of alens,
{4} a junistic person under (1), §2) or {3} or any other jurisfic person mare than one-half of
managers or dirgctors of which ara aliens.
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If the |urstic person under paragraph one becomes a manager, diractor, member or
awmer of he capilal of ancther juristic person, such manager, direciar, membar or
owner af the capital shall be deemed an alian,

Section 5. Tha Prikme Miniater shall have charge and cortrob of 1he exacution of this Act
and shall have the power to issue Minizterial Ragulations for ihe exaculion of this Act
Such Ministerial Requialion shall come nto force upon its publization in the Government
Garzetle

Soction 6. There shall be established the Office of the Official Information Board in the
Office of the Permanent Seceatary for the Office of the Prime Minister which shall have
the duty to perfarm technical and administrative works for the Board and the Information
Diaciosure Tribunals, co-ordinate with Slate agencies and give advice 1O privale
individuals with regard Lo the execution of this AcL

CHAPTER |
Information Disclosure

Section 7. A State agency shall at least publish the following official information In the
Government Gazette:

{1} the structure and organization of its oparation;

{2} the summary of mporiant powers and dulies 2nd cperabonal methods,

{3} a contacting addreas for the purpose of contacting the State agency in grder (0 requesl
and obtaln information of adwice,

{4) by- laws, resohdions of the Councll of Ministers, regulations. orders, cireulars, Rules,
work pattern, pelicies or intarpretations only insofar as they ara made or issued to have
the same farce as by-laws and intendad to ba of general application to privale indiniduals
concarmed,

{5) guch olher mformation as determined by the Board.

If anhy infonmation which has alrsady been pubhished for disseminanon in sufficient number
s published in the Government Gazelle by making reference to such prior pubdished material, it
shall be deermad to comply with the provisions of paragraph one.

A State agency shall, for disseminalion purpose, compile and make available tha information
under paragraph one for sale, dizposal or distibuion atils office ae it thinks fit.

Section 8. i the informabion which must be published under section 7 {(4) has nol yet been
publishad n the Govemmant Gazehe, may nol be relied on in a manner unfavorable to any
parson unless such person has had sctual knovdedge thereof for a reasonable penod of
time.

Saction 9. Subject io seclicn 14 and section 15, a Shate agency shall make available at
least tha Following official informahon for public inspection in accordance with the rules
and procedurg prescribed by the Board:

{13 & result of consideration or a declsion which has a direct effect on a privale indradual
incinding a dissenting opinion and an order relating thereto;

(2} a policy ar an interpratation which doss ndt fall within the seope of the requirement of
publication in the Govarnment Gazette under seclion 7 (4);

{3} a work-plan, project and annual sxpanditure estimate of the year of its preparation:
{4} a manual or ordar ralating to work procedure of State officials which affects the righte
and dulies of private individuals;

{5) the published material to which a reference is made under section 7 paragraph two,
{6) a concassion contract, agreament of & MONOPelsas nalure or jeint venture agresment
with a pnvate individual for the provislon of public sarvices.,
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(7} a resolution of the Council of Minigters or of such Board, Tribunal, Commigsion or
Committee a3 established by law or by a resclution of the Council of Ministers; providad
that the btles of the lechmical reports, Tact repons or nformation relied on o such consideration
shall also be spacihad;

(8) such other informahion az determingd by the Board.

If any pant of the infarmahon made availabla for public inspection undar paragraph one s
prohibited from draclosure under section 14 or section 15, [t shall be debketed, omitted or
effactad in such other mannars whatsosover 50 as not 1o disclosas such part of the infarmation.
A person, whether interested in the matter concemed or nol, has the righl to inspect or obtain a
copy or a ceriified copy of the information under paragraph ¢ne. In an appropriale case,
a Shate agency may, vath the approval of the Board, lay down Lhe rules on the collaction
of fess tharafor. For this purpose. regard shall alsc be had o the making of concession
given o persoms with low incomes, unlass otherwlss prowded by specific law.

The extent lo which an alien may enjoy the righl under this section shall ba provided by
Iha Ministerial Regulation,

Section 1. Tha provisions of sachon ¥ and section & do not afecl official information
which & requirad by apacihe law to ba disseminated or disclosed by other means,

Sectlan 11. If any parson making a request for any official information othar than the official
infermatien already publishaed in the Govemment Gazetts gr already made available for publs
inspection ar aready made available for pubic stediss under saction 26 and such requast makes
a3 reasonably appretiensible mention of tha Intended Inlomation, 1he rasponsible Slate agency
shall provids H to such parson wilhin & reasonable period of imea, unkess (he request is
made lor an axcessive amoun! of frequently without reascnable causa,

If any official information s in & condition which can be easily damaged. a Slale agency
may request B an axtansion of the penod (o6 [ proves|on of may provide copies thersof
in any such condibon a3 (o avold damanges therato.

The official Information provided by the Slale agency under paragraph one mosl be the
infarmalion already subsisting in the condilion ready for distribulion without regquiring new
praparation, analysis, classification, compilation or creation, unbess it is the case of
ransfomalion into 3 decumenl from the information recorded in the visual or sound
recording sysiem, compuler system or any ather syslem as detaermined by the Board. If
the State agency ig of the apinion that the request is not for tha benehit of trade and is
necessary for the protaction of the nghts and liberties of such person or is beneficial to
tha publi=, tha State agancy may provida such information.

The provislans of paragraph three shall not prevent the State agency from greating new
offiicial informabon evailable to the person malang the request i it is consiztent with the
usllal powers and duliss of such State agency,

Tha provisiong of section 8 paragraph two, paragraph three and paragraph four ghall
apply mukatis mulandis io the provigion of the infarmation under Lhis section.

Seclon 12.1n the case where a person makas a request for official mformatlon under
secton 11, the State agency receiving Lhe request shall, nolwilhstanding that {ha reguested
mtogrmation is in the control of the cantral office or a branch offlce of such agency or in Gonhr
of other State agency, give advice for the purpose of submitling Lhe request ta the Slale anency
exarcising the cantrod of such information wihout dabay.

If the State agency receiving the requast ks of the epinion that information for which 1hea
request is made is the information prepared by another State agency and prohibited from
disclosure in accordance wilh Rule issusd under section 16, it shall remlt such request Lo
the State agency prepanng such informalion fof further consderning and making an onger
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Saction 13. Any person, who considers that a State agancy fails to publish the
information under secllon 7, fails o make the Informalion available for public inspection
under section 9, fails (o provide him with the infarmation under section 11, violales or fails
be comply with this Act, or delays in performing its duties, or considers that he does nol
receive conveniencs without reasonable ¢auss, is enbilled ta ledge a complaint with the
Board, axcept where it is the case concammng the Issuance of an arder prohibiting the
dizclosura of informalion under section 15 or an arder dismissing the abjection undar
sechon 17 of an order refusing the correction, alteraticn or deletion of the personal
information under sedtion 25,

In lhe case where the complaint is lodged with the Beard under paragraph ona, the
Board shall complels the consideration thereof within thirty days as from the date of the
recaipt of the complaint. In cass of nacassity, such pariod may be exlended; provided
that, the reason therefor is specified and the total perad shall not exceed sixty days.

CHAPTER Il
Information Not Subject to Disclosure

Saction 14,Official information which may jecpardize tha Royal [nstitution shall nol be
dizclosed,

Saction 15. A Slale agency or Stats officlal may issue an order prehibiling Ihe disclosure
of official informallon falling under any of the following descriptions, having regard fo the
performance of duties of the Slats agency under the jaw, public Inleresls and the interests
of the privale individuals concemed.

{1} the disclosure thereof will jeopardize the national securily, intgmatnal relations, or
national economic or inancial sacurily;

{2y lhe disclosure thereof will result in ihe dechine in the efficiency of law anforcement or
failure |o achieva its objectives. whether or not i iz related Io (itigalion, protection, suppraasion,
verifigation, ingpection, or knowladge of the saurca of the infarmation:

{3) an apimon o advice givan within the State agency with regard (o the performance of
any acl, not Including 2 lechnical report, facl report or information relied on for giving opinion
ot recommendation internally;

[4) the disclosure thereof will endangear the life ar safaty of any parson;

(5} a medleal raport or personal information the disclosura of which will unreasenably anergach
upan tha right of privacy,

{E) an official information protectad by faw against disclosure or an informalion given by
a person and intended to be kapt undisclosed,

{7} other cases as prescribed in the Royal Decree.

An arder profibiting the disclosure of offidlal information may be issued subject to any
condilicn whatsoaver, but there shall als0 be slated therein the type of information and
the reasans for nen-disclosura. [t ahall be dasmed that the issuance of an ondéy drsclsing
official information Ig the exclusive discredion of State officials in conseclUtive levels of
command. provided thal, a pereon who makes a request for the informabon may appeal
s lhe Infommation Disclosure Tobunal as provided in this Act,

Saction 15. For the sake of practical clarity 85 1o whethar or not and on what condibions
official infarmation may be disclosed to any pareon and for the gake of expediency in having
measures prevanting its lsakage, a State agency shall determine measures for the
profeciion of such information in accordance with the Rule on Official Secrats Protection
rsued by tha Councll of Ministers.
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Section 17. In the case wharm a State official is of tha opinion thal the disclosure of any
official Infermation may affect the intereste of a persan, the State official shall notify such
person 1o preaent an abjection within the specified period; provided that, reasonable time
shall be given for this purpose which shall nod be less Lhan fiftesn days as from the dates
of the reces of the notibication.

The person having been notified under paragraph one or a person knowing thal the
discioaure of any official information may affect his interests has tha right lo present an
objection in wriling against such disclosure to the responsible Stale official,

In the caze where there i an objaction, the responzible State official shall, without
delay, consider the oblection and nofify the result thereof to the person presenting it. In
the casa wherg an order dismissing the objection is made, State officials shal not disclose
such information until the perdod for an appeal under section 18 has elapsed or unlil Ihe
Infarmalion Dischkozure Tribunal has made a decision permiling the disclosure of such
Infarmation, as the case may be.

Section 18, In the case where a State official msues an order prohibiling the disclosure
of any mfonmation under secticn 14 ar section 15 or dismigging the oojecton of the
interasted person under section 17, such parson may appeal through the Board L the
Infarmation Disclozure Tribunal within filtesn days as rom the date of the recsipt of such
ondar.

Saction 19. The consideration, whether by the Board, ihs Information Disclosure
Tribunal or the Court, of the informatien the disclosure of which is prohibited by an order
shall ba conductad under the procedura without having such infommation diaclesad Lo any
alher person not ralevent to ha procedure of consideration, and in the cage of necessity,
the conskderalion may be conducted in the absence of any party.

Saction 20. In disclosing any information the disclosure of which may constitute liability
under any law, the State official shall be deemed o he exempt from such lisbility if he acts
in Qoad faith in the following circumstances:

(1} in respect of the informaticn under section 15, where the Stale official duly proceeds
in accardance with the Rule 1ssued under section 16;

{2) in respact of the [nformation under saction 15, whare the Slale official of the level
specified in the Minlsterlal Regulation issues an orer for & general disclosure or a specific
disclosure to any person far sacuring a benefit of graater imponance which relates to
public interest, life, bady, health or other benefit of a parson and such order is mazonable;
for this purpase, a restriclion or condiion may be impesed on the use of such informabon
as appropriate.

Tha disciesure ¢f the Information under paragraph oné doas hot constilute a ground for
axempting the State agency from liability under the law, il any in such casa.

CHAPTER I
Personal Infommaticon

Section 21. For the purpase of this Chapter, "person™ means a natural person who 18 of
Thai nationality and a natural person who ig nol of Thai nationality but has a resilence m
Thailand.

Saction 22. The Mational Inleligence Agency. the Office of the National Security
Council and other Siale agencies specified in the Ministenial Regulation may. with the
approval of the Board, issue lhe Rules prescnbing rules, procedure and conditions for the
mapplicabity af the provimons of paragraph one (3) of section 23 to persenal imfomation
in the control of such egenciss.
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Such other Skate agencies which may be spacified in the Ministeral Ragulation under
paragraph one musl be Siate apencies the operation of which will seripusly be ohatructed
by Lhe disclosure of personal infarmaton under section 23 paragraph one {3).

Saction 23. A Slate agency shall take lha following actions with ragard o the provision
ol a pergonal information system:

(1) providing for 8 personal informabon Systerm only Insofar asilis reevan to and necessary
for the achisvanmnt of the objectives of the cparation of the State agency, and terminating
the provision thereof whanever it besomes unnacassany,

(2) making efforts to collect mformation dirsctly from the persan who is the sublect
theraof, azpecially in e case whare such parson's interesis will be directly alfected.

(31 cavsing the following Information {0 be published in the Government Gazette and
gramining and correcting the same regularly:

(=) lhe type of persons in respecl of which infarmahon has been hekd,

ib} the type of the perzonal infermation system;

ic} the ordinary nature of the use of the Infarmation,

{d) the procedure for the inspeaction of the Infermation of ihe person who is the subject
therant

{&) tha procadure for the making of a request far the comection and alteration of the
informaticn;

{f) the source of the information;

(4} examining and cormecting pereonal information under s responsibility;

{5} providing an appropriate secunty system for the parsénal information Syslem n argder
to prevent improper use or any use to the prejudice of the person who is the subjecl of Lhe
information.

tn the case where the information hasg directly been collected from the person wha i the
subject theraof, a Stale agency shall, in advance o simullanaously with the request
therefor, natity such person of the purpose for the use of the informanon, the ordinary
nature of its use and whether such case of making the request is cna which the infommation
may be given voluntanly or one which it must be given compuksoily under the k.,

In the case where tha personal infarmation is dispatched to any place which, in
consequence thereof, may become knawn 1o general members of the public, & Slate agency
must nolify tha pargon who is the subject thareof, unlees it is camied cut in conformity with
the ordinary nature of the use of the information.

Saction 24. A State agency shall not disclose parsonal information in ds contral te othar

State agencies or olher parsons without prior or immediate consent green in wimhing by the:

petsan who is the sublect thereof excepl for the disclosure Ih the fellowing clrourmnstances:

(1) the disclosure 1o Siale officials n its own agency for the purpose of using |t in accordance

wilh the powears and dutles of such agency;

{2} Ihe disclosure inits ordinary use within the abyectives of the provision for such personat

information system,

{3} ihe disclosure to State agencies which operate in the ield of planning. statistics or

censuses and have tha duiy to keap the parsonal informeation undisclosed;

(4} 1he dizclosure for studies and research without menlioning the name of part revealing

e idenlity of the person ta whom the personal information is relaled;

(9} tha disciosure fo the National Archives Division, Fine Arls Department or other State

agencies under seclion 26 paragraph ona for the purpose of evaluating the value of

keeping such information,

(6) the disclasure to Stata cfficials for the purposs of preventing tha violatlon of law or

non-compllance with 1he law, conducting investigaliong and inquiries or instituling legal

actions of any type whalscevear,

{7} the disclosure necessany for Ihe prevenbon or elimination of harards to the fife or health
P25 of pareans;



{8) lhe disclosyre to the Count, Stale officials, State agencies or persons having the
powet undar the [aw o make 2 request for such inlomation:

(%) ther cases as prescriped in the Raoyal Decree;

In disclosing the personal information under paragraph one (3), (4), (5}, (8). (7). (8) and
(4}, & list recarding the disclegura shall be prepared and attached to such information in
accordance with the rules and procedurs prascribed in the Ministerlal Regulation.

Saction 25. Subject ko seclion 14 and secuen 5. a persan shall have the rghl Lo get access
ta personal Informallon relating ko him. Yhen such person makes a reguest in wiiting, the
Slale agancy In control of such information shall alltw him or his authorizad representaliva
to inspect or oblain & copy of the same, and secltion 9 paragraph two and paragraph three
shall apply mutatis mutandis.

In the case whara thare sxists a reasonable ground b disckss a medical rapon relating
to any parson, Stale officials may discloss it only 1o doclors entrusted by such person,

A person who considers thal any part of personal infermalion relating Lo bem is incorrect
shall have the righl lo make a reques! In writing to The Siate agency in contrel of such
mformation to correct, aller or delete that par of informaton. The Stale agency shall consider
lhe requast and nofify ite resull to such person without delay.

In the case where the State agency fails to correct. alter or delete tha information pursuant 1o
the requast such person ghall have the right to sppeal to the Infarmation Disclosure
Tribunal within thirty days as from the dale of the recsipt of the notfication of the ardar
refusing to comect, aker or delete the same. The appeal shall be submitled through the
Board and, in any case, (ha person who is the subjact of the information shall have |he
right to require the State official ko attach his request to the relevant part of the informabion .
Such persons as specified in the Mimisterial Regulation shall have the right to take action
uncler section 23, section 24 and ihis secion an bahalf of a minor, an incompatent person,
a quasi-incompetent person or the deceased perzon who was the subjec! of the Informabon.

CHAFTER IV
Historical information

Sectlan 26, A Stater agency shall deliver official inforrmation, which it does nol wish to keep
or which is kept bayond tha parod under paragraph two as from the date of completing
such information, lo the Mational Archives Division, Fine Arts Department or other State
agencies as specified in the Royal Decree, in order that It is selecled for public studles.
The period of deiivery of the oficlal Informalion under paragraph one shall ba classified
as follows:
{1} i respect of official informahon under seclion 14, seventy-five years:
{2} in respect of official information under section 15, twanty vears.
The penod under paragraph two may be extended in the follawing cases:
(1] where the Stale agangy alill needs to keep the official information for its own use.
provided fhat. it shall be kept and made available far pubilic studles as agreed upon with
lhe Natwonal Archlves Division, Fing Arts Department,
(2) where State agency is of the epinion that such official information should not yet be
disclosad, pravided that, an order extending tha peried shall be issued for each particulzar
cage and such order shall also specify the length of extansion which shall not axcesd
hve years sach.
The inspection or review of [he exdenslon of time in excess of neceasity shall be in accordanse
with ha rules and procedure as prescribed i the Ministerial Regulation.
The provisions of This section shall not apply ta official formation the deslruction of which
is required or allowed to be carried oul by State agencies or Shate officials wilhou! nesd
to keap it in aceordance with the Rule prascribed by the Council of Ministars.
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CHAFTER vV
Official Information Board

Section 27. There shall be the Official Information Seard congsishng of Minister entrusied
by the Prime Minister as Chairman, Parmanent Secrefary for the Ofice of tha Frime Mimizier,
Permanent Sacretary for Defence, Parmanent Secrelary for Agrculture and Co-pperatives,
Pemaneni Secretary for Finance, Permanent Secretary for Ferelgn Affairs. Parmaneni
Secretary for Interior, Permanant Searetary for Commarce. Secretary-General of the
Cauncl of State, Secretary-General of the Civil Sarvice Commission, Secratary-Genaral
of the National Security Council, Secratary-Gienaral of the Hause of the
Representalives, Direclor of the Nalional Intelligancs Agency, Diractor of the Bureau of
the Budget and nine other qualified persons appointed by the Council of Ministers from
the puble sector and the privale sactor as members.

The Pemmanenl Secretary for the Office of the Prime Miwster shall appoint a Government
official of the Office of the Parmanent Secretary for the Office of the Prime Minister 1o
act as Secratary and twg athers as Assitant Secrataries,

Section 28. The Board shall have Ihe powers and dutles as follows:

(1} be supervise and give advice with regard to tha perdformanca of duties of State officials
and Slale agencies lor the rnplemantation of this Act;

(2] to give advice to Slate officials or State agancies with regard to the implemantation
of this Act as requested;

(3) to grve recommandations on the enaciment of the Reval Decrees and the issuance
of the Ministerial Regulations or the Rules of the Gouncil of Minislers undsr this Act;
{4) to consider and give opinions on the complsints under section 13;

15 1o submit a report on the Implementation of this Act ko 1he Council of Ministers from
ime: 1 tene as appropriate but at least once a year:

(E) to perfomm other duties provided in this Act (7) ko camy ouf other acte as antrusted
by the Council of Ministers or the Prima Minister,

Sectlon 29. A quallfied member appointed under section 27 shall hold office for the lerm
of three: years as from the dale of appointment. The culgoing qualified member may be
re-appalinfad.

SJaction 30. In addition 10 the vacaton of office at the expiration of the term. a qualiied
member appointed under section 27 vacates office upor:

{T) daath;

(2} resignation:

(3} being removed by the Council of Ministars by reason of misconduct, mproper or
dishonest parformance of his duties, or ncapability;

{4) baing a bankrupt;

{3} Deing an incompelent or quasi-compeatent person,

(%) having baen imprisaned by a final judgrent to a term of imprisonment, except for an
offerice committed through negligence or a petly offance,

Section 31. Al a meating of the Board, the presence of not less thar one-half of the total
number of the members is required lo constilule a Quonym,

The Cheirman shall preside over lhe meeting._ If the Chairman is not present at the meeting
o is unable o parform his dutles, the mambers present may elect one among themselves
to praside over the meeting.

The decision of the meeting shall ba by a majanty of votes. Each member shall nave ane
vote. In the case of an equality of voles, the presiding member shall have an additiona|
vole as a casting vote.

Section 32, The Board shall have the power to summoen any person to glve statements
or 13 fumish an objecl, document or evidence for its considaeration



Section 33, in the casa where a Stata agency denies that thers is such information as
requestad, whether s the case under seclion 11 or section 25, fihe PRIson 50 requesting
does not belisve that it is true and lodges a complaint v:ith the Board under section 13,
the Board shall hava the power to inspect the relevant official nicmatlion and rmatify the
complainan of the result of the inspection.

The State agency or Stats official shall allow the Board or the person entrusted by the
Board to inspect! the information which is i fis or his possassion, whather or not it ja the
information permitted to be disclosed.

Section 34, The Board may appoint 3 sub-committae for conskdering any inatler or
pariorming any act as entrusted by the Board, and the provisions of section 21 shall
apply mutalis mutandis.

CHAPTER VI
Information Disclosure Tribunals

Section 30, There shall be Infarmation Disclosure Tribunals in appropriate fields, which
are appointed by the Couneil of Ministers upen the recommeandation of the Board, havirg the
power and duty to consider and decide an appeal againgt an order protibiting the disclosure
of informafion under sectien 14 or seclion 15, ordsr dismissing an objeclion undsr section
17 and arder refusing the comection, alteration or deletion of personal information under
seclion 25,

The appointment of Information Crsclosure Tibunals under paragraph one ahall he made
on the basis of lhe specialized fizlds of the official Information, such e the Rields of natianal
security, national economy and Financs or law enforcement,

Section 36. Each Informaton Disclosure Tnbunal consists of such nurmber of DErsons
as nacessary, but shall not be lass than three persons, and the Gavernmeant officials
appginted by tha Board shall act as Secretary and Assislant Secrelanes. n considaring
the information of any State agency, the member of the Infarmation Cisclasure Tribunal
who is from thal Slate agency shall not participate in such consideration. Members of the
Informatien Discloasure Tribunal shalt not be Secretary or Assistant Secratanes.

Section 37. The Board shall consider sending the appeais to the Information Dlscosiure
Tribunals on the basis of their specialization within seven days as fiom Lhe date of the
recaipt theraof

The decision of an Informatian Disclosura Tribunal shall be desmad final. In making the
decision, an ohservation may be made to the Board with regard ko appropriate action 10
b taken by the State agency concermad in any particular casa.

The provisions of section 13 paregraph twa shall apply mutatts mutandia to the
consderation of appeals by the Information Discldgure Tribunhats.

Suction 38. Tha powers and duties of the Information Disclosure Tribunal in each field,
s procedure and quorum shail be in accordance with the Rula prescnbed by Ihe Board
and published in the Government Gazetts,

Section 39. The provisions of saction 28, saction 30 and s2chion 32 and the penalles in
conjunclion with such provisions shal apply mutatis mutandks 1o Information Disclosure
Tabunals.
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CHAPTER Vi
FPenalties

Section 40. Any parsen who lalla Lo comply wilh an order of Ihe Board issusd under
sechon 32 shall ba liable to imprisanment for a term not exceeding thres months orto a
fire nol excaeding five thousand Baht or 1o bolh.

Saction 41. Any parson who violales or fails o comply with tha restriction or condition
impoged by tha Stats official under section 20 shall be hable to imprisanmeant for a tenm
not exceeding ane year or to a fine not excesding bventy lhousand Bahl or 1o both,

Transitory Provisions

Section 42. Tha provisions of section 7, saction § and section 9 shall not apply 1O
official information having baen |h exdstence before the date this Acl comes into force,
A Stata agency shall publish the inlormation under paragraph one ar make it availablg
for public inspaction, as the caze may ba, in accordance with the rules and procedLre
prescribed by the Board.

S¢ction 43. Tha Rule on the National Securty Protachion, B.E. 2517 (1874, Insofar a3
it deals with the official infformation, shall continue to ba in farcs 1o such an axtent as not
conirary to or inconsistent with thie Act, unlazs atharwse providad i the Rule
prescrbed by the Goungil of Ministers under section 16,

Countersignad biy:
Ganeral Chavalilt Yongchanudh
Prime Minisler
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